
ESOL Parent Leadership Council
Welcome to Broward County Public Schools

School Year 2022-2023

August 11, 2022
Location of Meeting: Indian Ridge Middle School

Bilingual/ESOL Department



• Welcome – Introductions

• American School System

• Broward County Public Schools (BCPS)

• BCPS – Important Information

• Bilingual/ESOL Department

• International Welcome Center

• Q & A

Agenda



Public schooling in the U.S. is free and funded through tax-payer dollars and money from 

local, state, and federal governments. While the federal government sets some standards 

and regulations for public schools, they are mostly regulated by each individual state.
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The American School System
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The American School System
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The American School System
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To enter Kindergarten, children 

must be 5 years of age on or 

before September 1st.
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• State law requires all children, between the ages of 
6 and 16, MUST attend school (Compulsory)

• The school your child attends depends on where 
you reside

• When you enroll your child, you must have proof of 
where you reside, a recent physical exam and 
certification by the Health Department of 
vaccinations of your child

BCPS - Facts



• School personnel can NEVER ask for 
documents that will reflect your immigration 
status, such as a driver’s license with a new 
address. The system is TOTALLY BLIND to your 
immigration status

• School personnel many NOT photocopy any 
documents that may reflect immigration status 
if you choose to show them

BCPS - Facts
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Elementary School

Elementary schools are schools that span grades K through 5. 

Upon successful completion of their elementary education students 

then proceed to middle school.

Usually, one or two teachers in one classroom

Emphasis in Reading Comprehension

Classes: Language Arts, Reading, Math, Science, Social Studies and 
specials (vary by school)

• Parent – teacher conference: twice a year (at least)
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Middle School

Students attending middle school are around age 11 to 13. It starts with 
grade 6 and ends with grade 8

• Middle school students usually switch from classroom to classroom

• They may have different teachers in one school day

• The curriculum is based on the standards established by the Florida 

Department of Education

• Middle school has 6 classes: Language Arts, Math, Science, Social 

Studies  and two electives

• Classes are call “Periods” and that’s the easy way to find your student 

if you need.

• Parent Teacher conference with all 4 core classes teachers.
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High School

Students attending high school are around age 14 to 18. It starts with 
grade 9 and ends with grade 12

• High School students switch from classroom to classroom

• They have different teachers in one school day

• Classes are based in Graduation requirements. Currently students need 

to take 24 credits – 7 classes per day with 8 periods

• Most high school have block schedule: 4 periods each day

• Parent teacher conference: With a particular class teacher 
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Broward Grading System

3rd to 12th

K to 2nd

1 Has mastered skill(s) 

(independently)

2 Is learning skill(s) (with 

assistance)

3 Area of Concern



Students with learning disabilities will be part of the 
Exceptional Student Education program after a series 
of academic and psychological tests. 

If you have documentation from your country, then 
the process will be quicker. Usually, if the student has 
a problem in their native language, he will also have 
it in the second language. The district provides 
bilingual psychologists as well as translators in this 
process. 

Exceptional Student Education





School Calendar



Transportation
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Cafeteria, Breakfast, Lunch

Students in schools that don’t qualify need to apply for the 

Free and Reduced Lunch program.

https://www.browardschools.com/food-nutrition

FREE MEALS FOR STUDENTS!
Broward County Public Schools Food and Nutrition Services 

(BCPSFNS) offers FREE breakfast to all BCPS students every school 

day at their school. All students are encouraged to Power Up to 
learn with nutritious school breakfast!   

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Schools
Students who attend a school that participates in the Community 

Eligibility Provision (CEP) are eligible for breakfast and lunch at no 
charge. Parents do not need to complete an application to qualify 

for meals

https://www.browardschools.com/food-nutrition
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ATTENDANCE

Parents should report the reason for an absence within two school days

Excusing an Absence
Each parent o guardian of a child within compulsory attendance age is responsible for their 

child's school attendance. When a child must be absent, the parent must report the reason for 
absence. 

To report the reason for your child's absence, the District offers three options:

Option 1: Online Absence Form
Option 2: Attendance Hotline

Option 3: Note for the Attendance Manager

Be ready to prov ide this information:

1. Student's first and last name

2. Student ID or birth date
3. Grade level (include the teacher's name for elementary students)
4. Date(s) of absence

5. Reason for absence
6. Parent first and last name

7. Parent contact information





The District’s Discipline Matrix assigns specific consequences for 

violating the rules of the Code of Student Conduct and is part of 

the school’s discipline plan. 

A copy is now located in Appendix A of the onl ine document -

please review the Discipline Matrix with your child. 
For more information on the matrix, talk with  a school 

administrator.

CODE OF CONDUCT BOOK AND FORMS MUST BE ACCESSED VIA 
SCHOOL WEBSITE OR VISITING

https://www.browardschools.com/codeofconduct



ID Badges must be worn by all students at all times

ID Badges are required to purchase lunch  and to check out library books

All visitors to campus must check in and sign in at the Front Office

Visitor Badges must be worn at all times while visiting our campus.

Only authorized persons with proper identification  will be permitted to 

sign students out. 

Safety and Security



https://osp.osmsinc.com/browardfl/

Payments - Shopping

https://osp.osmsinc.com/browardfl/


https://osp.osmsinc.com/browardfl/

Payments - Shopping

https://osp.osmsinc.com/browardfl/
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BCPS Mobile App

www.browardschools.com/MobileApp

https://www.browardschools.com/MobileApp
http://www.browardschools.com/MobileApp
https://becon.eduvision.tv/EmbedPlayer.aspx?qev=CT1wecDsedD5u2SiTcmZqDQQOCUTjbhawAKZHwCFOrFrTFG5jjXKIZ929+y9YbNagX8lH2ohNDbZacK5V+xElM3fE0htXWuLjyUHYv9L12qNEGQOUpEn9Hv872Ld/d+mn2NBL82vZUgM1Xz1j+iNl+/samlYHvaCv4mZlCVIcj4=&keepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=%20720&width=1280
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Broward County Public Schools - Website
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The Bilingual/ESOL Department is committed to providing 
rigorous academics, promoting community involvement, and 
delivering quality services to English Language Learners (ELLs), 
multilingual families, schools, and district offices. 
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The department offers the following services and programs:

• ESOL Program

• Dual Language Program

• World Languages Program

• Interpretations / Translations 

• Parent Outreach Office (International Welcome Center)



Based on results, a 
student may 

become an ELL…

The school 
assesses the 

student’s 
proficiency level 
in English when 

Listening & 
Speaking. 

When you register 
at the school, if  

the answer is 
“Yes” to any of 

the 3 Home 
Language Survey 

questions...

Why does a student enter the ESOL Program?

Step 1 Step 2
Step 3

My child is 
assigned 

accommodations  

My child is 
assigned a 
language 

classification 
based on IPT test 

results

What happens after my child becomes an ELL?

Teachers are informed, so ESOL instructional strategies and 

accommodations are implemented

Student 
performance 
is monitored 
on a regular 

basis



Accommodations
ELLs receive accommodations during 

statewide assessments AND daily instruction

Flexible 
Scheduling/

Additional 
Time

Assistance 
in Heritage 
Language

Flexible 
Setting

Bilingual 
Dictionary/

Glossary
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An approved glossary is defined as 

word-to-word and may include 

content specific vocabulary

Free Printable Content Glossaries: 

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries
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Resources



Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 
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https://clever.com/in/broward/student/portal or
https://sso.browardschools.com

https://clever.com/in/broward/student/portal
https://sso.browardschools.com/


Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 



Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 
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Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 
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Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 

Elementary
Middle

High



Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 



Bilingual/ESOL Department esolparents@browardschools.com 
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Tools for Supporting ELLs

https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/867005

https://browardschools.instructure.com/courses/867005


Bilingual/ESOL Department Website

http://www.browardschools.com/bilingual-esol

http://www.browardschools.com/bilingual-esol


EMAIL: ESOLPARENTS@BROWARDSCHOOLS.COM

Parent Outreach Office Website

mailto:esolparents@browardschools.com


International Welcome Center
10300 Johnson Street

Pembroke Pines, FL 33026

Monica Nelsas, Parent Outreach Specialist

monica.nelsas@browardschools.com

Hans Saint Val, Community Liaison – Haitian Creole

hans.saintval@browardschools.com

Claudia Campos, Community Liaison - Spanish

claudia.campos@browardschools.com

TBD, Community Liaison - Portuguese

Brunilda Chico, Bilingual Clerk

(754) 321-2951

esolparents@browardschools.com

mailto:monica.nelsas@browardschools.com
mailto:hans.saintval@browardschools.com
mailto:claudia.campos@browardschools.com


@BrowardESOL

Broward 
Bilingual ESOL 

Department

Follow Us On Social Media
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The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of
age, color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion,

sex or sexual orientation. The School Board also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal Educational
Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-321-2150 or Teletype

Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158.

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008,
(ADAAA) may call Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine
(TTY) 754-321-2158.

browardschools.com

Laurie Rich Levinson, Chair
Patricia Good, Vice Chair

Lori Alhadeff
Daniel P. Foganholi

Debra Hixon
Donna P. Korn
Sarah Leonardi

Ann Murray
Nora Rupert

Dr. Vickie L. Cartwright
Superintendent of Schools
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